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In the case of the mites, not only are European species, but a few of the 
more prominent North American species are described or referred to, 
and figures given of them copied from illustrations by American authors. 

Not only are the human parasites, as the itch mite, etc., figured, but 
those infesting our domestic mammals and birds ; and the leaf and gall 
mites and allied forms are noticed at greater or lesser length. As an 
example of the author's mode of treating his subject, we have reprinted 
in the preceding pages of this number, an account of a mite which in- 
jures dried insects in museums in Europe, and which is undoubtedly the 
species which occurs under similar circumstances in this country. It 
appears from Mr. Murray's statements that the flour mite (Tyroglyphus 
siro Linn.) and Acarus farince or cheese mite, and the milk mite (Aca- 
rus lactis) are all different names for one and the same species, as is also 
the Acarus dysenteries of Linnaeus, this mite having in one case caused 
the dysentery in Rolander, a student of Linnaeus. Figures and an in- 
teresting account is given of Cross's famous Acarus. 

The plan of the work is excellent and well carried out, and we sin- 
cerely trust that the author will be able, as he designs doing, to furnish 
us with similar treatises on the " bug, locusts, grasshoppers, cockroaches, 
and earwigs ; the two-winged flies, the bees, wasps, etc. ; the dragon-flies 
and May-flies ; butterflies and moths ; and lastly, the beetles." These 
manuals are prepared at the request of the Lords of the Committee of 
Council on Education, and give evidence of the liberal spirit now per- 
vading the minds of the public men of Great Britain. 

Baird's Annual Record of Science and Industry for 1876. 1 
— This is the sixth volume of the series, and presents a summary of the 
most important discoveries in natural and physical science during the year 

1876. In addition, a large portion of the book is devoted to abstracts, 
more or less systematically arranged, of special memoirs, while there is 
appended a necrology, and a list of the more important scientific publi- 
cations for the year. Such a book needs a detailed index, and a system- 
atic and analytical table of contents, and we doubt if much fault will be 
found with the manner in which they have been prepared. Professor 
Baird has been aided by a number of scientists, whose names are given 
with the departments which they have reported upon, so that the book 
carries besides the authority of the name of the editor that of the special- 
ists who have assisted him. 

As a handbook of scientific progress this series of annual records is 
not only indispensable to the general reader, but we doubt not that the 
specialist who would not be ignorant of what has been done in other de- 
partments of science than his own, will find these volumes better fitted to 
satisfy his thirst for general knowledge than any other with which we 
are acquainted. The plan of the work leaves in its present state little 

1 Annual Record of Science and Industry for 1876. Edited by Spencer F. Baikd, 
with the assistance of eminent men of science. New York : Harper & Brothers. 

1877. 12mo, pp. 609. 
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room for criticism, and the execution seems as a general rule quite 
worthy of the plan. 

Recent Books and Pamphlets. — The Antelope and Deer of America. A 
Comprehensive Scientific Treatise upon the Natural History, including the Charac- 
teristics, Habits, Affinities, and Capacity for Domestication of the Antilocapra and 
Cervidse of North America. By John Dean Caton, LL.D. New York : Hurd & 
Houghton. Boston : H. O. Houghton & Co. 1877. 8yo, pp. 426. $4.00. 

Lists of Elevations Principally in that Portion of the United States AVest of the 
Mississippi River. Fourth Edition. Collated and arranged by Henry Gannett, 
M. E. (Misc. Publications, No. 1, U. S. Geological Survey of the Territories. F. V. 
Hayden, U. S. Geologist in charge.) Washington. 8vo, pp. 167. 

Les Arachnides de France. Par Eugene Simon. Tome 2me. Contenant les Fa- 
milies des Urocteidte, Agelenidte, Thomisidas, et Sparassida;. Paris, Roret. 1875. 
8vo, pp. 358. Four plates. Tome 3me. Contenant les Families des Attida?, Oxyo- 
pida?, et Lycosidas. Paris, Roret. 1876. 8vo, pp. 370, with 4 plates. 

Notes on the African Saturniida?, in the Collection of the Royal Dublin Society. 
ByW. F. Kirby. (Transactions Entomological Society of London. 1877. Parti, 
April.) 8vo, pp. 21. 

Ueber die in Miinchen Geziichtete Artemia fertilis aus dem Grossen Salzsee von 
Utah. Von Prof. C. v. Siebold. Basel. 1877. 8vo, pp. 16. 

Das Thierleben im Bodensee. Gemein Verstandlicher Vortrag. Von August 
Weismann. Mit einer Tafel. Lindau. 1877. 8vo, pp. 31. 

Fragmentarische Bemerkungen iiber das Ovarium des Frosches. Bemerkungen 
iiber die Eifurchung und die Betheiligung des Keimblaschens an Derselben. Von 
Alexander Brandt. (Zeitschrift fur Wissenschaft. Zoologie. Bd. XXVIII.) Leip- 
zig. 1877. 8vo, pp. 31, with a plate. 

United States Commission of Fish and Fisheries. Part III. Report of the Com- 
missioner [Prof. S.F.Baird] for 1873-4 and 1874-5. Part III. Washington. 1876. 
8vo, pp. 777. 

Brehm's Thierleben. Band 9, Heft 8-13. Leipzig. 1877. New York : B. 
Westermann & Co. 8vo. 40 cents a Heft. 

On the Origin of Karnes or Eskers in New Hampshire. By Warren Upham. 
(From the Proceedings of the American Association for the Advancement of Science. 
Aug. 1876.) Salem. 1877. 8vo, pp. 10. 

A brief Comparison of the Butterfly Faunas of Europe and Eastern North Amer- 
ica, with Hints Concerning the Derivation of the Latter. By S. H. Scudder. (From 
the Proceedings of the American Association for the Advancement of Science. Aug., 
1876.) Salem, June, 1877. 8vo, pp. 6. 

The Influence of Physical Conditions in the Genesis of Species. By Joel A. Allen. 
(From the Radical Review, Vol. 1. No. 1, May, 1877.) 8vo, pp. 33. 

Lobre Algunos Aracnidos de la Repiiblica Argentina. For el Dr. D. T. Thorell. 
(Periodico Zoologico, II., pp. 201-218.) 1877. 

Etudes Scorpiologiques. Par T. Thorell. ( Extrait du Vol. xix. des Actes de la 
Socie'te Italienne de Sciences Naturelles. Milan. 1877. 8vo, pp. 198. 

Liste Ge'nerale des Articules Cavernicoles de l'Europe. Par L. Bedel et E. Simon 
(Extrait du Journal de Zoologie, IV. 1875.) 8vo, pp. 69. 

First Annual Report of the Ohio State Fish Commission for the Years 1875 and 
1876. Columbus. 1877. 8vo, pp. 96, with cuts. 

On the Inhabitants of the Admiralty Islands, etc. By H. N. Moseley. (Re- 
printed from the Journal of the Anthropological Institute. May, 1877.) 8vo, pp. 
52, 4 plates. 

The Early Stages of Hippa talpoidea, with a Note on the Structure of the Man- 
dibles and Maxilla? in Hippa and Remipes. By S. I. Smith. (From The Transac- 
tions of the Connecticut Academy, Vol. iii. 1877.) 8vo, pp. 31, 4 plates. 



